True af Faithful 
NARRATIVE 


OF THE 
LIFE and ACTIONS 


O F 
 Fobn Oneby, Eſq; 
Commonly called 
Major ONEBY:; 


Who was to have been Executed laſt 
Monday at Tyburn, for the Murder 
of WILLIAM GOWER, Eſq; 


Giving an Account of his Birth, Paren- 
rage and Education. Of his Killing 
Count Truxy a Saxon Officer in Flanders ; 


Lieut. Toolley in Famica, and the Mur- 
der of himſelf in Newgare : 


With the Copy of a Letter he wrote to £ 
Gentleman an Hour before he committed 
that Violent Action ; and of an Amazing 

_ Wicked Declaration he made a few Days 
before it, of an Undertaker's Letter to him 
about his Burial ; and his Behaviour there. 
upon. Alfo, of a remarkable Inſtance of 
Generolity in one of his Fellow-Priſoners, 
With many other Surprizing Particulars. 
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and. 
CHARACTER 


Major Fohn Oneby. 


mz ON ONE BY, Eſq; | 

FY commonly called Major 

Oneby, aged about 53 

Years, was born at Bar- 

well in Leiceſter-ſhire, of very wor. 

thy Parents, his Grandfather being 
© ——ſ _ pol 


| 
148 


poſſeſſed of a very > an Flare; aha” 


ſerved ſcveral Years" in the Commil-/' 


ſion of the Peace: for thar County... 


His Father was ati. Attorney, a Man 
.of an unblemiſh'd Character ; and 


practis'd with great Succeſs in Lez- 
ceſter- ſhire, whiere Ws Family has 


been- of about 400 Years ſtanding. 


He took Care' to beſtow an Edura- 


tion orn-his Sor John ( the unfor- 
runate Wretch we are going to 


rrear of ) as deſigning him for the 
Buſineſs of: the Law; who accor- 


dingly ſervd a Clerkſhip with a 


Gentleman of great, Note and Emi- 


nence in that Profeſſion : ' Bur, pro- 


ving a Youth of an. aſpiring. and- 


 haughry Temper, his Parents had 
ſoon Reaſon to find they had nor 


duly conſulted his Genius; and that 


they had made an improper Diſpo- 
ſition. of their Son, his Head.run. 
ning upon Things greater than the' 
Proviſion they had made, or .were 


capable of making for him, 


The 
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Tre Cuſtody of the Great Seal 


of England being commitred to the 
Care of Sir Nathan Wright, a very 
near Relation of Mr. Oneby's Mo- 
ther ; Application was hereupon 


made to this Gentleman, to beſtow 
fome genteel Employment on his 


young Kinſman, Mr. John . Oneby, 


ſuch as would better. ſuir his Incli- 


nations,, than the laborious Study 


of the Law : . But, notwichſtanding 


the Confanguinity of Sir Nathan 
with the Family, nothing greater 


than the Place of his Train bearcr 


cou'd be procur'd for Mr. Oneby ; 


whoſe great Spirir brook d with ic 
for ſome Time, hoping, that ſome- 


thing betrer woy'd {lill offer ; his 


Uncle being alfo at the ſame Time 
employ d by Sir Nathan, in the 


Quality of his Secretary. A long 


Time paſs'd, and nothing to- his 


_ Expectation happening , he quitred 


the Lord Keeper's Service, and took 
| i _ up 
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2) 
up a Reſolution of going | Abroad 
into the Army. 


His Friends ſoon procur'd him a 


 Commiſtjon, and he ſerv'd in ſeveral 
Campaigns under the late Duke of 


Marlborough in Flanders, where he 


acquir'd the Reputation of a gallant 


Officer; he having diſtinguiſh'd him- 


ſelf in ſeveral Battles and: Sieges, 
and receivd divers Wounds, the 
Marks whereof he carry'd on his 
Body to the Graye. 


He having as the Misfortune 
ro quarrel with an Officer of Horſe 
at Bruges, they went out together 


from the Camp, and fought; his . 
| Antagoniſt receiv'd a mortal Wound, 


and dy'd the next Day : But this 
being done, as the People of Honour 
_ call it, fairly, Mr. Oneby was call'd 
to a Court Martial, and very ho» 
 nourably acquitted ; and had now 
ellablih d that vain empty Character 


ſo 


S: 


(5) 


ſo much admird by too many 
of the Army, / viz. of having fell'd 
his May. The next Exploit of this 


Nature was performd by him ar 


Port Royal in Famaica; where fight- 
ing a' Ducl with one Lieut. 7 oo/ey, 


they were both deſperately wounded: 


Mr. Tooley's Wife (the moſt beauriful 
Woman on the Iſland )) coming upon 
them in the Interim, difengaged her 
Husband, and on her:Knees fell ro 
ſucking his Wounds ; at the ſame 
Time turning to Mr, Oneby, and 
calling him the crae! Marderer of her 
dear Husband. Tooley languiſh'd for 
about 8 Months, and then dy'd; 
but he having been long before per- 


_ fetly reconcil'd ta Ozeby, the latter 
' was never calt'd in Queſtion aboug 


his Dearh. 


Having fery'd about 22 Years in 
the Army, and riſing gradually, ac-_ 
cording to his Right of Seniority, 
hc at lengrh attained the Rank of 


a 


(6) 


a Major in the Regiment of Dra- 
goons :commanded by the Honou- 
rable Brigadier - Honeywood: Bur, 
upon the Peace of Utrecht, he ſhared 


in the general Fate of the Officers 


of the Engli;ſp Army; his Pay cur- 
raild, and a Scop put to his further 
Preferment. 


| In theſe Circumſtances he return'd 


to England, versd in all Kinds of 
Vice, particularly Gaming, to which 
he had much adUided himſelf in the 
Camp, and had there met with ſe- 
veral Revolutions of Fortune ; ſome. 
times an auſpicious Hand of Dice 
having enabled him to make an En- 
_ tertainment for the chick Generals in 

the Army, his Ambition leading him 
to great Profuſeneſs that Way, when 
it has been in his Power; and at 
ether Times, his Ill-Luck has re- 
duced him to ſcandalous Neceſſities. 
He now ſocictied himſelf with the 


principal Gameſters of this Town, 


des 


(7) 


deſigning to ſupport himſelf after 
cheir- Example; and frequented all 
the publick Places of Reſort where 
Gentlemen play'd, being ſeldom 
without Cards or Dice in his Poc- 
kets : And there' is no Room left 
to doubt but\'ic was he who con- 
vey'd the Dice upon the Table at 
the Caſtle-Tavern in Drury - Lane, 
which produced Gaming, the Con- 
ſequence whereof was then the 
Murder of Mr. Gower, and ſince thar 
of himſelf. SR In 


Saturday, the 3d Day of March, 
1726, he was brought to his Tryal 


at the Old Bailey before Sir Francis + 


Forbes, Knt. Lord Mayor, Mr, Ba- 
ron Hale, Sir William Thomſon, Re- 
corder, and John Raby, Serjcants at 
Law, Juſtices of Goal-Delivery, with 
{ſeveral of His Majeſty's Juſtices of 
the Peace for the Ciry of London, 
and County of Middleſex: The 
Names of the Jurors ſworn, and 

charged 


(®) 
charged with the Priſoner, were as 
follow, vis. Nathaniel Chandler, 
Benjamin Foſter, Thomas Riimball, | 
Michael Deſman, Thomas Cop pin, 
Richard Toung', Samuel Chandler, 
William Pritchard, Thomas Smith, 
John Patty, Robert RO, Ro: 


bert B earcli ee 


The Ioditiiichts were laid for the 
Murder of William Gower, Eſq; by 


 maliciouſty giving him with a drawn 


Sword, in the Left-Part of his Belly 
near the Navel, one mortal Wound, 
of the Breadth of one Inch and a 
half, and the Depth of 10 Inches, 


| on the ſecond of February, of which 


he languiſh'd till the nexr Day, and 
then dyed. And on the Coroner's 
Inquiſition for the ſaid Murder, the 
Jury, upon hearing the whole Evi- 
dence, gave in a Jpeczal Verditf : 
The principal Points ſtated by Coun- 
cil, and drawn up for the Conſide- 
ration of the Judges, were as fol- 

lows, 


(9) 


lows; vis. Thar the Priſoner and the 


'  Neceaſed met with others at the 


Caſtle-Tavern in Drury-Lane, ſupp'd 
cogether, and were good Friends ; 
that the Company went to Gaming : 
That the Priſoner was diſguſted at 
the Deceaſed's ſetting another Gen- 
tleman Three-Half-Pence, ſaying, it 
was :mpertinent, That he Deceaſed 
ask'd him, what he meant by 2m- 
pertinent £ Toure an impertinent 
Puppy, ſays the Priſoner : To which 
the Deceaſed reply'd, The Man that 
calls me Puppy is a Raſcal, That 
the Priſoner theteupon took up a 
Bottle, and with Violence threw it 
at the Deceaſed's Head, which bear 
ſome Powder out of his Perriwig ; 
who, in Return, threw a Glaſs, or 
Candleſtick, at rhe Priſoner, which 
did not teach him : That both roſe 
up together, and went to their 
Swords; that a Gentleman ſtepping 
between prevented their fighting : 
That the Company all fate down 

C _ again, 


--{;4@ } 
again, and drank for near an Hour; 
when the Deceaſed offering his Hand 


to the Priſoner, ſaid ro this Eflect : 
Ie have had hot Words : Major, 


you was the Ag greſſor; but led us. 


be reconciled. To which the Prifoncr 
anſwerd, NO, DAMN YE, 
FL LCL HATS 1$O0UR 
BLOOD. That in about half 
an Hour after' the Company broke 
up, when the Priſoner hung his 
Great-Coar upon his Shoulders, bur 
calling back the Deceaſed, ſaid, 


Hark ye, young Gentleman, 1 have 


ſomething to ſay to ye. That they 
both re-enter'd the Room, when the: 
Door was ſhut violently, and Swords: 
heard to claſh; and the Deceaſed 


received the Wound of which he 


dy'd. That the Deceaſed being: 
ask'd on his Death-bed, if he had 
recciv'd the Wound fairly? anſwer'd, 
T=- think — TJ — did; but — I don't 
know what might have happened — 
if you had not came in. Thus far 


| the: 
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the Special Verdif?, The Major, who 
had entertained ſtrong Hopes of 
coming off with a Verdi of Man- 


flaughter, was remanded back to 


Newgate ; Where he continu'd tole- 
rably eaſy for about a Year, being 
free of Trons, and accommodated 
with the moſt commodious Room 
in the Priſon: Finding the Proſe- 
cutor had taken no Steps towards 


bringing on the Hearing of che Spe- 
cial Verdic before the Judges, he 


grew pretty confident ir would be 
determin'd in his Favour; and ima- 
cin'd the Proſecutor was of that 
Opinion : Ar length, having con- 
ſulred ſome Attornics and Law- 
Books, and judging too favourably 
for himſelf, he came to a Reſolu. 
tion to move the Judges of the 


 King's-Bench, for a Concilium to be 


made for arguing the Special Verdict 
before: that Court. An Habeas Cor- 
pus being ifſued on Monday the 5th 
of February laſt, he was catried from 

Cz  New- 
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(1) 


Newgate to the King's Bench-Bar, 
where the Court order'd a Conc:ilium 
accordingly, and aſſign'd him for 
Council, Mr. Serjeant Baynes, and 
Mr. Serjeant Eyre ; Mr. Maſterman 
to be his Clerk in Court, and Tho. 
mas Oliver, Eiqz to be his Agent, 
or Solicitor, On the Friday follow- 
ing, he was again carry'd to the Bar 
of the King's-Bengh-Court, where 
Mr. Serjeant Darnell, on the Part of 
| the King, open'd the Special Verdit?-: 
He was anſwer'd, on the Part of the 
Priſoner, by Mr. Serjeant Eyre : 
And then my Lord Chief Juſtice 
Raymond was pleaſed to declare, he 
would take the Opinions of all his 
| Brethren the Judges, aſloon as they 
could be conveniently got together, 
in order to a final Determination of 
che Caſe. The Priſoner was remanded 
back to Newgate; on his Way he ; 
ſtopp'd, and dind at the King's p 
Arms-Tavern in the Strand, expreſ-. 
fing 8 great Joy and 6 OR: be- 


ng; 


(13). 

ing, as he ſaid, aſſured the Special 
Verdit# would be determined in his 
Favour; and that he had now no- 
thing to do but to get into the Ar- 
my, and repair the Loſs he had 
ſuſtaind by the Proſecution, in plun- 
dering the Enemy. 


The Afﬀair remained in Sufpence 
till Saturday, May the 6th, when the 
Judges met at Jerjeants-Inn in Chan- 
cery-Lane, to put, if poſſible, the 
laſt Hand to it : Mr. Serjeant Baynes, 
by reaſon of an Indiſpoſition, could 
not attend ; wherefore Mr. Ketteiby 
was employ'd for the Major, as was 
Mr. Lee for His Majeſly. During 
che Time their Lordſhips were fit- 
ing, the Major was extreme merry 
in Newgate over a Bowl of Punch, 
his Favourite Liquor drinking the 
Healths of the Judges; ſaying, They 
were then working his Deliverance : 
For that, as he had done nothing 


Out what become a Man of Honour, - 


be 


(14) 


| he was aſſured they would not hurt 


Pim. But in the midſt of his Mer- 
riment came a rafh Friend of his to 
the Priſon, who, with a great Oath, 

afirm'd to bins, that of the 12 
Judges 11 of them were of Opinion 
he was guilty of Wilful Murder. 
This gave ſome Allay to his Hopes ; 
and as he afterwards declar'd, to uſe 
his own Words, frighted him dam- 
nably. The Major had: two or three 
Agents out at dJerjeants-Inn to cater 
for News; and as none of them 
return'd to him that Night, it fery'd 
ro increaſe his Pannick Fear, and 
gave him no ſmall Uneaſinefs. The 
Judges having heard the Argu- 
ments of Mr. Lee, and thofe of 


Mr. Kettelby, broke up about 10 at 


Night, without publickly declaring 
rheir Opinions upon the dJpeciag 
Verdift ; 'And tho' there were few 
People that would ſpeak with any 
Certainty of what had been tranſ- 
acted, yet ome of the moſt curious 

inferr'd, 
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C49 3 
nferr'd, from ſeveral Circumſtances 
which fell under their Obſeryation, 
chat the Major cither was, or ſoon 


would be declared guilty of Mur- 
der. | 


The Major finding from all Quar- 
ters that his Afﬀairs were but in an 
odd Situation, begun to think of 
muſtering up. all his Friends, as 
being apprehenſive he would be 
driven to the Neceſlity of applying 
for His Majeſty's Mercy. A certain 
Noble Duke, juſtly famous for his 
great Regard to the Soldiery, and 
his Generoſity to the diſtreſſed Gen- 
tlemen of the: Army, was, by the 
Town, given out to be the Major's 
faſt Friend: And ſome were ſo 
confident and filly, as to offer 
Wagers, that the Major would ne. 
ver be exccuted while His Grace 
preſeryv'd his Intcreſt ar Court : Bur 


when that Noble Duke became 
convinc'd of his Guilr 5 by the 


De- 
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{ 16 ) 
Determination of the Judges, he ſent 
him an handſome Purſe to ſupply 
his Neceſſities in Priſon; and ther 
recommended him to the Merty of 
his Creator. 


| Notwithſtanding what was talk'd_ 
of Abroad, the Major did not deſpair 
of the Judges, hoping they would 


ſtill determine in his Fayour ; till 


one Day, Mr. Allen the Keeper of 


Newgate came to his Chamber, and 
acquainted him, that he muſt ſubmic 
to two Things highly requiſite for 


his better Security, v/z. to be doubly 


Irond, and to admit of a Man's 
being placed in his Room at Nights 
to prevent his attempting to eſcape. 
Dreadful were the Apgonies he fell 
into, this being the moſt ſhocking 
Accident he had met with ſince his 
Confinement ; or indeed, as he ſaid, 
in the whole Courſe of his Life, 
He expreſſed a ſtrong Defire to 
know of we Allen, whether this 


Rigoyr 
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# Rigour proceeded from any ſecret 

f Order of the Judges, or from any 

falſe Information Mr. A!en might 

have had, that he deſign'd an Eſcape? 
He was willing to hope it was on 

Account of the latrer ; but the Keeper 

order'd his Servants to Tron him 

immediatcly, when the Major wept 

bitterly : But having in ſome meaſure 

recover'd his Surprize, he ſaid, That 

ſence they had ſo well booted him, it 
was a certain Sign he was going a 

long Journey, and he would prepare 

; himſelf accordingly, Tn the mean 

| Time he wrote to the Lord Mayor, 

Fo: ro certain of the Judges, and to 

. Mr. Baron Thomſon, complaining of 
1H his Irons, and what his Body ſuffter'd 

from them : Bur the Keeper receiving 

no Orders to take them off again, 

the Major concluded the Judges had 

found him guilty of Murder. 
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; About three Weeks after this, Mr. 
L.ce, one of the King's Council, 
D moved 


(8) 


moved at //2/?minſfter, for the Major 
to be brought to the King's Bench. 
Bar, to receive the Judgment of the 
Court rclating to the Determination 
of the Special Verditt by the Judges, 
The Priſoner was carry'd up thither 
on Monday, the 12th of Fune accor- 
dingly, when my Lord Chief Juſtice 
Raymond declar'd ro him, That the 
Judges bad unanimouſly found him 
guilty of Wilful Marder : His Lordſhip 
acquainting him with the feverat 


| Reaſons upon which this general 


Opinion was founded. The Major 
finding thar great Streſs had been 
laid on that wicked and malicious 
Expreſſion to Mr. Gower, as GOD 
DAMNTE LE HHAFE 
YOUR BLOOD: ſaid to the 
' Courr, thar, as he hoped to find 
Mercy ar the Hands of Almighty 
God, he never made Uſe of that 
Expreſſion : He next pray d to be 
recommended to His Majeſty's Cle- 
mency, on Account of his long ard 


faithiul 


( 19) 
faichful Services in the Army. As 
ro the firſt he was told, thar, as the 
Words were ſworn, and ſtood in 
the Special Verditt, that Allegation 


availed nothing : And to the ſecond, 
that, as that was a Court of Juſtice, 


| he muſt make his Application elie- 


where for Mercy. The Court re- 
manded him back to Newgate, or- 
dering him to be brought thither 
again on the /ondaay following, to 
receive Sznrence of Death. 


Before the Courr was ſitting, the 
Keeper of Newgate and his Afiftants 


 Waited with his Priſoner ar a 


Coftee- Houſe in the C!4 Palace- 


Tard ; where the Major choſe to fir 


in the publick Room, that he might 
be view d by the People, who came 


in great Numbers to ſee him: He 
pretended to deſpiſe his Fate, affect. 


ing to look harden'd, as indeed ke 


really was; and therefore wanted no 


ſuch Diſguiſe, He entertained the 
| D 2 
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(20) 


Spetators with Vollies of Oaths 
and Curſes, which he plentifully 
poured out upon the Printers of 
ſome Grub-Street Papers, and upon 
his Irons for giving him Uneaſineſs; 
preferring the Charater of a Bully 


to that of a Gentleman, or a Chriſ- 
tian: And in this he obtain'd his 


Ends; for there were few preſent 
beliey'd him to be cither. 


Monday the 19th of Fune, he 


made his laſt Journey to, and from 
I/eſtminſter, being carry d to receive 
Sentence of Death. He prelſs'd the 
Court very hard for a Month's Time 


| before the Execution, and then for 


3 Weeks: But, being told it might 
occaſion a Precedent for Perſons in 
the like Circumſtances ; and that the 


ſame was contrary to Uſage and 


Cuſtom, he ſubmicted to the Court, 
which, however indulged him in ſome 
meaſure, by ordering the Execution 


for the 3d. of July, which was a 


Fortnight. The 


(9) 


The judicial Part of the Law was 
now over, and nothing but the 
executive Part remaining to be done, 
he began to ſet. himſelf more heartily 
to work upon the Means of obtain- 
ing a Reprieve than before, -tho,, he 
had pretty well try'd all his Friends 
in London upon that Head, but 
without any Proſpect of Succeſs :_ 
His firſt Step was to humble him- 
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ſelf to his Relations in the Country, 
ro whom he had formerly carry'd 
$ himſelf ſo infolently, that they 


would ſcarce own him. He wrote 
rhe moſt ſubmiſſive Letters to all of 
them, begging Pardon for what was 
paſt; and intreating them ro come 
ro Town, and aſlilt him at this 
critical Junaure : As for the Work 
of Repentance, that was to be talk'd 
of anon ; it having been obſerved, 
| that, during the whole Courſe of 
j; his Confinement, he had never once 
l made Uſe :of the Nai of AL- 
; MIGHTY GOD, unleſs ic was 
1 | at 


"1 33} 


at the Head of an Oath, or ſome 
dreadful Imprecation. A Clergyman, 
he would not ſuffer one to come 
near him, except in the laſt Weck of 
his Life ; and that was to aſſiſt him 
in procuring a Reprieve, inſtead of 
the Salvation of his Soul. 


This, together with his bloody 
Temper, and ſome other ſuſpicious 
Circumſtances, put it beyond the 
Doubr of moſt People who viſited 
him, of his being a Papi/t : For, ir 
has been taken Notice of, that his 


Converſation, for ſeveral Years paſt, 


has been chiefly with People of that 
Perſwaſion ; -and his Lodgings ge- 
nerally about Drury- Lane and 11d. 
Street, the Rendezvous of Ps iſh 
Prieſts, Whores, and Gameſters, 


Some of his Relations came ſoon 
from Lezceſter-ſhire, one of whom 
made the Major a Viſit ; but, upon 

ſome Diſguſt, he return'd into the 
7h Country 
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Country in greater Haſte than he 
came into Town; which made ir to 
be ſuppos'd the Major had exercis'd 


his Temper upon him. Another 


Gentleman, though nor ſo nearly 
related, continu'd with him till after 
his Death, ating upon all Occaſions 
the Part of a real Friend, and a 
good Chriſtian. 


Upon an Enquiry into the State 
of his Afﬀairs, his Relations found 
he had no Pcople of Quality to ſpeak 
for him Above; though he had pre- 


tended an Intimacy with all the 


Nobility of the Kingdom: And 
therefore, the Method us'd by the 
common Malefators was to be 
thought of, an humble Petition ; but 
then the Queſtion aroſe, Who ſhould 
preſent it, and ſpeak to it? Several 
Noblemen were apply'd to, but al 
refuſed rhe Office ; alledging in Ex- 
cuſe, the ill Charadter of the Pe- 


_ titioner, 
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Indeed at the very laſt Criſis ſome 
Gentlemen, moved by.the Principles 


of common Humanity, made an Ef- 


fort for him at St. Fames's, and one 
in particular, tho an utter Stranger 


to the Priſoner, exerted himſelf in a_ 
moſt particular Manner. They had 


a fad and deplorable Truth to urge in 
behalf of a Reſpite for the miſerable 


Criminal, and that was his Unprepa- 


redneſs to die, he having not made 
the leaſt Diſpoſition rowards that 
great and dreadful Change ſo late 
as laſt Sunday, tho' it is to be fear'd 
he had greater Reaſon to do it than 
any Man living. . 

A Perſon having wrote and pub- 


liſhed a Paper, called the Weight of 


Blood, or the Caſe of Major Oneby, 
&c. Aﬀer he had been with Mr. 
Oneby in Newgate, and acquainted 


him that a Paper of that Nature was 


in the Preſs by ſome other Hand, 
and that he would uſe his utmoſt 


Endeavours to get the {ame ſuppreſ- 


ſed, leſt ſuch a Thing ſhould inrer- 
rupt the Major's Meaſures for Mer- 
cy. This Treatment pur him into a 
terrible Fury : He thought of divers 
Stratagems to decoy the Fellow to the 

| | Prit- 


(447 
Priſon, that he might give him the 


Diſcipline of the Goal ; and Three | 
Days before his Dearh, he declarcd 


| before the Head-Keeper and Mr. 


Caſſils, a State Priſoner, that 7here 
was one Thing he deſired before he left 
the World; and being ask'd whar it 
was, he anſwer'd, 1t was to take his 
Leave of this Perſon with a Bulls 
Pizgle. | | 
Afeer this, he expreſs d great Ran- 
cour and Bitterneſs againſt rwo Pcr-. 
ſons, both famous for. their Know- 
ledge in the Laws, and for the 
faithful Diſcharge of their Duties in 
the high Stations their Merit has 
placd them; and ſaid, he would 
forgive all Mankind bur them : 


Adding, That he wiſh'd it poſſible 
for his Spirit to riſe after Death, 


and fhew its Reſentment to them. 
A few Days before his Death hap- 


pen'd, an Undertaker of Funerals 


came to the Preſs-Tard, and causd 


the following Letter to be deliver'd 


co the Major, whilſt himſelf waited 


in a Chamber at Hand for an Anſwer 


---: Ho. 


| Interrment before the Major's. 
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Honoured $1R, 


HIS 1s to inform Tou, that T 

follow the Buſmeſs of an Unaer- 
taker in Drury-Lane, where I have 
trued many Tears; and am well known 
Zo ſeveral of Tour Friends: As Jou 
are to Dye on Monday, and have 
not, as I ſuppoſe, ſpoke to Any-Boay 
elſe about Tour Funeral : If Tour 
Honour ſhall think fit to grove me 


Orders, I will perform it as cheap, 


and in as decent a Manner, as any 
Man alrve, 


Tour Honour's 
Unknown Humble Servant, 
_ George H— 


Having read this ſurprizing Billet, 


'#t broughr a violent Fir of Swearing 
_ upon him: Happy was ic for Mr. 


H that ſome of che Gentlemen 
Priſoners prevented his feeling the 
Weight of Mr. Uneby's Reſentment, 


by forcibly keeping him in his 


Chamber; otherwiſe, in great Pro- 
babiliry, his own Body had requir'd 


During 
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During his tedious Confinement in New- 
gate, he converlſed chiefly with one Gentle- 
man, Carrying himſelf roo haughtily to all 
the other Priſoners; and being of a cho- 
lerick and cruel Diſpoſition, there were 
none of them defir'd his Company ; he 
having twice attempted to ſtab in the Preſs- 
Yard, but was prevented by a Turnkey. But 
when Mr. C ——z was committed thither 
for killing the Watch-maker in the Hay- 
Market, Mr. Oneby finding this Gentleman 
viſited by a good Numbe: of People of Qua- 
lity, he took Care to infinuate himſelf into 
his Acquaintance; as hoping thereby to 
make an Intereſt by his Friends : Mr. Cz 
treared him with great Aﬀabiluy and Hu- 
manity, doing him ſeveral generous Offices. 
The Major continu'd to write Letters to 
moſt of the People of Diſtinction in Town, 
begging their Intereſt and Interceilion for 
Mercy. On the Wedneſday betore he dy'd, 
j he was exceedingly impatient for a Leucr 
| that was tO come by the Poſt from Coventry ; 
| and wrote to the Comptroller of the General 
Poſt-Office to procure him that Lettc * carlicr 
than is uſual: He receiv'd thar Letter, bur 
the Contents did not ſcem to be agrecable 
to him. He diſpatch'd a Relation Expreſs 
to Leiceſter ſhire, and his Spirits were in a 
great Hurry ; notwithſtanding he endea- 
_ vour'd to appear chearful, and altogether 
undaunted art his approaching Fate; yct 
there were ſome nice Obſervers, who ſaw 
plain enough the dreadful Intervals of Fear 
that Came upon him. When he was laid in 
his Bed, one Night in the lait Week of his 
6. CITE: 
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Life, he call'd to the Man who watch'd in 
his Chamber, ſaying, Foe ! D—n my Blood, 
if there 1as not an Undertaker here To-day, the 
Son of a B — ſaid he would bury me as cheap 
and as decently : O d—n the Rogue ! and wiſh'd 
but to have met with him, &C.. He flept very 
well that Night, and the next Day he was 
giving a Detail of Duels and Rencoun- 
**rers in the Army; and boaſting of ſeveral 
* Acts of his own Honour. The Miniſter of 
the Place ſeeing the Time of his Diſſolution 
Craw near, made him a Viſit, offering him 
his Aſſiſtance. The Mayor took a printed 
Paper up call'd, Major Oweby's Caſe, already 
mention*d ; and with an audible Voice read 
the laſt Paragraph in it to Mr. Guthrie, where 
Mention was made of Mr. C—» ; and that 
Oneby, as he had liv'd a Profligate, would dye 
a Reprobate. The Major beſtow'd many hor- 
ribie Curſes on the Author in the hearing 
of the Miniſter ; upon whom he look'd but 
Coldly. The fame Afternoon, the Revd. Dr. 
Aarhhall made him a charitable Viſit, en- 
deavouring to diſpote him ro make ſome 
{ſuitab.e Preparations for his Change; but 
found him too harden'd to make any Im- 
preſton on him. © 
Sunday the 2d. of Fuly, his Relations and 
Friends having fail'd in all their Endeavours 
tor a keprieve, they wrote to him a Letter 
from the Glouceſter- Tavern in Pall- Mall, viz. 


Dear Major, | 

[*H IS comes to acquaint you with the ſad 

s News, that your Petitions hawe juſt now 

been preſcnted to their Majeſties =» All is meg 
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and there remains nothing now but to employ 
the few dying Tours before you well, Dr. 
M —— will be with you at 6 this Evening, 
to aſſist. you in the great Work of * your Repen= 
tance : Whatcver elſe is requir d, will be per- 


form'd by Your Sorrowful Friends. 


He pretended to be under fome Ap- 


 prehenfions of being infulted by the Mob 
' as he paſs'd to Execution, ſaying, Thoſe 


damn'd Scoundrel Villains had been the Kuin 
of him by the Neiſe and Clamour they had 
rais'd againſt him. Ws 

He ſaid, a jocularExpreſſion which once 
eſcaped him had done him great.Harm ; 
and that was, his telling a-Gentleman he 
kept three Swords, the one call'd Tickle- 
me, the other Fire and Fury, and the third 


| Smell Blood; and tho* he atirm'd there 


was not the leaſt Truth in the Thing, he 
having never had any Swords thar went 
under thoſe Titles, but that the Story 
came from him in a merry Humour, yet 
it had reached the Court, and contribu- 
red, as he fancied, largely to his Death. 
About 10 at Night he went to his Bed 
as uſual, a Man being in the Room with 
him, and another at the Chamber-Door. 
Rir. Clift-z came and took Leave of him, 
as did his old Friend Mr. Caſ5-!s, andthen 
the Man read ſeveral Chapters from St. 
Matthew's Goſpel ro him, bur he was not 
in the Jeaſt affeted by them. Ar 4 the 
next Morning he call'd for a Glats of 
Brandy and Water, and then for a Fcn 
2nd Paper, when railing himiclf in his 
Car. ar ores an: Bud, 
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Bed, he wrote as follows, wiz. Couten 
Turvill, give Ackerman the Turkey below 
Stairs Half a Guinea, and Jack who waits 
in my Room Five Shillings, the poor Devils 
have had a great deal of Trouble with me 


ſince I have been here. This being his laſt - 


Will and Teſtament, and the laſt Ac of 
his Lifc, excepting the dreadful one upon 
his own Body, which ſoon followed, he 
then defired the Man in the Room and 


the other at the Door ro be {till a-while, 


that he might compole himſelf againſt 


the coming of his Friends, About 7 his 


Footman came into the Room, when he 
faintly ſaid, Who is that? Philip After thar, 


a Gentleman, his Relation, came to the 


Bed-{ide, and Cailing Major, Major, and 
hearing no Anſwer, drew open the Cur- 
iains, when he was juſt expiring, and 
weltering in his Blood. Mr. Green, 2 
neighbouring Surgeon, was inſtantly fent 
ior, bur he was departed. The Knife 


with which he pertormed the terrible, 


Operation was found in the Bed; and it 
was evident that he had been alliſted in 
this horrible Enterprize, the Knife ap- 
pearing T0 have been newly grinded for 
the Service, Qnly a Sixpence and three 
Letters from ſome of his Friends were 
tound in his Pocker. Thus ended the 
Life of this mj{erable Homicide, who was 
a Scandal to his Family, the Army, and 


lived in 8Jo0d he died, and wallow'd init. 


w_ 
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the. Nation: And as his Life was almoſt" 


one coniinued Scene of Blood, ſo as, he- 
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